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Jan. 10 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Statement on the Death of Marsha Pyle Martin
January 10, 2000

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
untimely death of Marsha Pyle Martin, the
Chairman and CEO of the Farm Credit Admin-
istration.

Marsha Martin was a lifelong advocate for
farmers, ranchers, and rural America. She
worked for more than 30 years in agriculture
and agricultural finance. As vice president of
the Farm Credit Bank of Texas, she was the
first woman senior executive in the Farm Credit
System. She was also the first woman to serve
as a director of the Farm Credit System Insur-

ance Corporation. And I was proud to appoint
her as the first woman head of the Farm Credit
Administration in 1994.

We will remember Marsha as a pathbreaker,
as someone who truly cared about America’s
rural communities and who sought not to hide
from change but to make change work for ordi-
nary Americans. We pay tribute to her achieve-
ments at the Farm Credit Administration. We
send our thoughts and prayers to her family,
for whom she cared so much.

Statement on the Resignation of Deputy Secretary of Defense
John J. Hamre
January 10, 2000

Today Deputy Secretary of Defense John
Hamre announced that he will step down from
his position at the end of March. I want to
express my deep gratitude to John for his out-
standing service to America.

Since becoming the Deputy Secretary in July
1997, John Hamre has been a respected, deci-
sive, and forward-leaning leader. He directed
implementation of the 1997 Quadrennial De-
fense Review and the Defense Reform Initiative.
He put in place a wide range of innovative
defense management initiatives and worked tire-
lessly on reforms of defense contracting. His
impact in these areas will be felt long after
his departure.

Dr. Hamre also was a pivotal adviser as we
ensured that the readiness challenges of our

Armed Services are addressed with necessary
resources. He was a driving force behind the
increase in the defense budget and the in-
creased benefits for military personnel that I
signed into law last year. He also led Depart-
ment of Defense efforts to ensure that their
critical computer systems were not affected by
Y2K problems.

Although I will miss his advice as Deputy
Secretary, I am pleased that the Nation will
continue to benefit from his vast knowledge and
experience in defense policy. I wish John Hamre
all the best as he moves on to become president
and chief executive officer of the Center for
Strategic and International Studies.

Exchange With Reporters During a Tour of the Grand Canyon, Arizona
January 11, 2000

Establishment of National Monuments
Q. Mr. President, what do you say to critics

who—[inaudible].
The President. I’ve been working on these

things since I first got here. Go back to 1993.

We had the Pacific Northwest Forest. We set
aside the Mojave Desert National Park in Cali-
fornia. We did Grand Staircase-Escalante back
in 1996. We’ve been working on the Florida
Everglades for years. This whole area of our
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